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'  State  of  Nezv  York  Education  Department 

Law  Division 

Albany  N.  Y.  June  15,  1904 

The  Legislature  of  1904  passed,  and  the  governor  approved,  an  act 
providing  that  “  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York  ”  should 
be  governed  and  its  corporate  powers  exercised  by  11  Regents,  and 
to  provide  for  their  election ;  and  for  a  Department  of  Education, 
and  the  election  of  a  Commissioner  of  Education ;  and  also  certain 
acts  amending  the  consolidated  school  law  of  1894,  chapter  556  of 
the  laws  of  1894,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof;  also  other  acts 
relating  to  schools  local  in  their  character. 

Chapter  40 

An  act  to  provide  that  “  the  LTniversitv  of  the  State  of  New  York  ” 
shall  be  governed  and  its  corporate  powers  exercised  by  11  Re¬ 
gents,  and  to  provide  for  their  election ;  and  to  provide  for  a 
Department  of  Education  and  the  election  of  a  Commissioner  of 

/  Education. 

Became  a  law  Mar.  8,  1904,  with  the  approval  of  the  governor.  Passed, 
three  fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§  1  Government  of  University.  On  and  after  the  first  day  of  April, 
1904,  the  corporation  designated  by  the  Constitution  as  “  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  the  State  of  New  York  ”  shall  be  governed  and  its  cor¬ 
porate  powers  exercised  by  11  Regents.  The  term  of  office  of  the 
Regents  now  in  office,  not  selected  as  herein  provided,  shall  cease 
and  determine  on  said  first  day  of  April  following  the  election  of  the 
1 1  Regents  hereinafter  provided  for.  There  shall  be  no  “ex  officio  ” 
members  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

£  2  Election  of  Regents.  Within  10  days  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  the  Legislature  shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  1 1  Regents  of  the 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed 
bv  law  for  the  election  of  a  Regent.  Such  Regents  shall  be  elected 
for  the  term  of  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10  and  11  years  respectively, 
from  the  first  day  of  April,  1904.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  issue 
to  each  of  the  persons  so  elected  a  certificate  of  election,  in  the  same 
manner  as  certificates  are  now  issued  to  elected  members  of  the  Board 
of  Regents.  Such  Regents  shall  be  selected  from  those  who  are  now 
Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  so  far  as 
may  be,  that  one  shall  be  chosen  from  each  judicial  district.  The 
successors  in  office  for  a  full  term  of  the  Regents  thus  elected  shall 
in  the  same  manner  be  elected  by  the  Legislature  in  the  second  week 
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of  February  in  each  year,  to  serve  for  a  period  of  n  years  from  the 
first  day  of  April  succeeding  such  election.  If  a’  vacancy  in  the 
Board  of  Regents  shall  occur  in  a  judicial  district,  (that  is,  in  the 
territory  comprising  the  same  as  now  constituted)  from  which  there 
remains  one  or  more  representatives  on  said  board,  and  there  shall 
at  the  same  time  be  a  district  not  represented  on  the  board  by  a  resi¬ 
dent  thereof,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  election  of  a  Regent 
from  such  unrepresented  district.  A  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Regent 
for  other  cause  than  expiration  of  term  of  service,  shall  be  filled 
for  the  unexpired  term  by  an  election  at  the  session  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  immediately  following  such  vacancy,  unless  the  Legislature  is 
in  session  when  such  vacancy  occurs,  in  which  case  the  vacancy  shall 
be  filled  by  such  Legislature. 

§  3  Commissioner  of  Education.  Within  io  days  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  the  Legislature  shall  elect  a  Commissioner  of  Education 
in  the  same  manner  as  members  of  the  Board  ofvRegents  are  now 
elected,  who  either  may  or  may  not  be?  a  resident  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  commissioner  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  $7500, 
payable  monthly,  and  shall  also  be  paid  $1500  in  lieu  and  in  full  for 
his  traveling  and  other  expenses  also  payable  monthly.  He  shall 
enter  upon  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  1904.  The  Commissioner  of  Education  first  elected 
shall  serve  for  the  term  of  six  years,  unless  sooner  removed  for  cause 
by  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  the  Legislature  shall  fill  any  vacancy 
that  may  occur  during  such  period  of  six  years  for  the  balance  of  the 
term,  in  the  manner  provided  by  section  3  of  this  act,  and  all  suc¬ 
cessors  in  office  after  such  term  of  six  years,  shall  serve  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  all  vacancies  in  the  office  of 
Commissioner  of  Education  after  such  six  years  shall  be  filled  by 
appointment  by  the  Board  of  Regents. 

§  4  Powers  of  commissioner.  The  office  of  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  and  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents  shall 
be  abolished  from  and  after  April  1,  1904,  and  the  powers  and  duties 
of  said  offices  shall  be  exercised  and  performed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Educafion.  All  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
in  relation  to  the  supervision  of  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
including  all  schools,  except  colleges,  technical  and  professional 
schools,  are  hereby  devolved  upon  the  Commissioner  of  Education. 
The  said  Commissioner  of  Education  shall  also  act  as  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Regents.  He  shall  have  power  to  create  such 
departments  as  in  his  judgment  shall  be  necessary.  He  shall  also 
have  power  to  appoint  deputies  and  heads  of  such  departments,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Regents.  Such  heads  of 
departments  shall  appoint,  subject  to  approval  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Education,  such  subordinates  in  their  respective  departments  as  in 
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their  judgment  shall  be  necessary.  The  Commissioner  of  Education, 
for  the  first  yea-r  of  his  incumbency,  subject  to  approval  by  the  State 
Board  of  Regents,  shall  fix  and  determine  the  salaries  of  all  deputies, 
appointees  and  employees  within  the  appropriations  made  therefor 
and  in  accordance  with  existing  laws.  The  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University  shall  have  power  to  establish  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  are  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  statutes  of  this  State  relating 
to  education,  and,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  this 
act,  shall  also  possess  all  the  powers  now  exercised  by  the  present 
State  Board  of  Regents.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
affect  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Regents  in  relation  to  colleges, 
universities,  professional  and  technical  schools,  libraries  (other  than 
public  school  libraries),  museums,  university  extension  courses  and 
similar  agencies. 

§  5  Of  appropriations.  All  appropriations  of  public  money  made 
in  support  of  the  common  school  system,  as  heretofore  administered 
by  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  and  all  such  appro¬ 
priations  in  aid  of  secondary  education  heretofore  apportioned  and 
certified  by  the  Regents  of  the  University,  shall  after  certification  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Education  herein  created,  be  paid  by  the  state 
treasurer  on  the  warrant  of  the  comptroller,  and  all  employees  and 
appointees  in  either  the  Department  of  the  Regents  or  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  shall  be  eligible  for  transfer  and  appointment 
to  positions  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education  herein 
created. 

§  6  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  so  far  as  inconsistent  with  this  act 
are  hereby  repealed. 

§  7  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

On  Mar.  io,  1904,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  contained  in  chapter 
40,  section  3,  the  Legislature  elected  Hon.  Andrew  S.  Draper  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Education  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  April  1,  1904. 
Under  the  provision  of  chapter  40,  section  4,  from  and  after  Ap.  1, 
1904,  the  office  of  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction  of  this 
State  was  abolished,  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  such  state  superin¬ 
tendent  were  required  to  be  exercised  and  performed  by  said  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Education. 


FINANCE  LAW 

Chapter  225,  laws  of  1904,  which  became  a  law  Ap.  4,  1904, 
amends  section  80  of  article  4  of  chapter  413  of  the  laws  of  1897, 
entitled  “An  act  relating  to  state  finances  constituting  chapter  10  of 
the  general  laws.” 
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§  i  Section  80  of  article  4  of  chapter  413  of  the  laws  of  1897,  en¬ 
titled  “  An  act  relating  to  state  finances,  constituting  chapter  10  of 
the  general  laws,”  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

§  80  The  education  fund.  The  common  school  fund,  the  literature 
fund,  and  the  United  States  deposit  fund,  shall  continue  to  consist  of 
all  moneys,  securities  or  other  property  in  the  treasury  of  the  State,  or 
under  the  control  of  any  state  officer,  and  of  all  debts  due  the  State, 
or  real  property  owned  by  it,  belonging  to  such  fund.  The  proceeds 
of  all  lands  which  belonged  to  the  State  on  January  1,  1823,  except 
the  parts  thereof  reserved  or  appropriated  to  public  use,  or  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  shall  belong  to  the  common  school  fund.  Of  the 
income  of  the  United  States  deposit  fund,  $25,000  shall  annually  be 
added  to  the  capital  of  the  common  school  fund.  The  remainder  of 
such  income,  together  with  the  income  of  the  common  school  fund, 
and  of  the  literature  fund,  and  also  such  amounts  as  may  be  raised 
or  received  by  taxation  or  otherwise  or  by  transfer  from  any  other 
fund  shall  constitute  the  education  fund,  and  appropriations  there¬ 
from  may  be  made  annually  for  the  support  of  the  educational  sys¬ 
tem  of  the  State,  to  be  apportioned  by  the  Commissioner  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law,  which  apportionment  shall  be 
certified  by  the  Commissioner  of  Education  to  the  comptroller  for 
distribution  and  payment.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to 
transfer  from  the  general  fund  at  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year  such 
an  amount  to  the  revenue  of  the  common  school  fund,  United  States 
deposit  fund  and  literature  fund,  as  may  be  necessary  to  reimburse 
the  revenue  of  said  funds  by  reason  of  the  excess  of  appropriations 
over  the  revenue  derived  from  the  investment  of  the  capital  thereof. 
The  moneys  so  transferred  shall  become  and  be  a  part  -of  the  educa¬ 
tion  fund  and  be  included  in  the  amount  raised  by  taxation  for  the 
next  fiscal  year.  The  amount  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  common  school  system  of  the 
State,  shall  be  payable  from  the  treasury  upon  the  warrant  of  the 
comptroller,  and  the  comptroller  shall  countersign  and  enter  all 
checks  drawn  by  the  treasurer  in  payment  of  his  warrants,  and  all 
receipts  of  the  treasurer  for  such  payments  paid  to  the  treasurer,  and 
no  such  receipts  shall  be  evidence  of  payment  unless  they  be  so  coun¬ 
tersigned. 

§  2  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

AMENDMENTS  OF  CONSOLIDATED  SCHOOL  LAW 

OF  1894 

Chapter  166,  laws  of  1904,  which  became  a  law  Mar.  28,  1904, 
amends  section  12  of  article  1,  title  2  of  chapter  556  of  the  consoli¬ 
dated  school  law  of  1894,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  school  moneys, 
to  read  as  follows : 
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§  1  Section  12  of  article  1,  title  2,  of  chapter  556  of  the  laws  of 
1894,  being  “  An  act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  general 
acts  relating  to  public  instruction,”  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

§  12  Moneys,  payable  between  the  first  day  of  April  and  the  15th 

day  of  May.  The  moneys  so  annually  apportioned  by  the  superin¬ 
tendent,  shall  be  payable  between  the  first  day  of  April  and  the  15th 
day  of  May  next  after  the  apportionment,  to  the  treasurers  of  the 
several  counties  and  the  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  New  York,  re¬ 
spectively;  and  the  said  treasurers  and  the  chamberlain  shall  apply 
for  and  receive  the  same  as  soon  as  payable. 

S  2  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Chapter  281,  laws  of  1904,  which  became  a  law  Ap.  13,  1904, 
amends  section  17  of  article  2,  title  7  of  chapter  556  of  the  laws  of 
1894,  entitled  “An  act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  general 
acts  relating  to  public  instruction,”  relative  to  proper  sanitation,  ven¬ 
tilation  and  protection  from  fire  of  schoolhouses,  to  read  as  follows: 

§  1  Section  17  of  article  2  of  title  7  of  chapter  556  of  the  laws  of 
1894,  entitled  “  An  act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  general 
acts  relating  to  public  instruction,”  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

§  17  No  schoolhouse  shall  hereafter  be  erected  in  any  city  of  the 
third  class  or  in  any  incorporated  village  or  school  district  of  this 
State,  and  no  addition  to  a  school  building  in  any  such  place  shall 
hereafter  be  erected  the  cost  of  which  shall  exceed  $500,  until  the 
plans  and  specifications  for  the  same  shall  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Education  and  his  approval  indorsed  thereon. 
Such  plans  and  specifications  shall  show  in  detail  the  ventilation, 
heating  and  lighting  of  such  buildings.  Such  Commissioner  of  Edu¬ 
cation  shall  not  approve  any  plans  for  the  erection  of  any  school 
building  or  addition  thereto  unless  the  same  shall  provide  at  least 
15  square  feet  of  floor  space  and  200  cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  each 
pupil  to  be  accommodated  in  each  study  or  recitation  room  therein, 
and  no  such  plans  shall  be  approved  by  him  unless  provision  is  made 
therein  for  assuring  at  least  30  cubic  feet  of  pure  air  every  minute 
per  pupil,  and  the  facilities  for  exhausting  the  foul  or  vitiated  air 
therein  shall  be  positive  and  independent  of  atmospheric  changes. 
No  tax  voted  by  a  district  meeting  or  other  competent  authority  in 
any  such  city,  village  or  school  district  exceeding  the  sum  of  $500, 
shall  be  levied  by  the  trustees  until  the  Commissioner  of  Education 
shall  certify  that  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  same  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  All  schoolhouses  for  which  plans  and 
detailed  statements  shall  be  filed  and  approved,  as  required  by  this 
act,  shall  have  all  halls,  doors,  stairways,  seats,  passageways  and 
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aisles  and  all  lighting  and  heating  appliances  and  apparatus  arranged 
to  facilitate  egress  in  cases  of  fire  or  accident  and  to  afford  the 
requisite  and  proper  accommodations  for  public  protection  in  such 
cases.  All  exit  doors  shall  open  outwardly,  and  shall,  if  double  doors 
be  used,  be  fastened  with  movable  bolts  operated  simultaneously  by 
one  handle  from  the  inner  face  of  the  door.  No  staircase  shall  be 
constructed  with  winder  steps  in  lieu  of  a  platform  but  shall  be  con¬ 
structed  with  straight  runs,  changes  in  direction  being  made  by  plat¬ 
forms.  No  door  shall  open  immediately  upon  a  flight  of  stairs,  but  a 
landing  at  least  the  width  of  the  door  shall  be  provided  between  such 
stairs  and  such  doorway. 

§  2  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Chapter  305,  laws  of  1904,  which  became  a  law  on  Ap.  13,  1904, 
amends  section  2  of  title  9  of  chapter  556,  laws  of  1894,  entitled  “  An 
act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  general  acts  relating  to 
public  instruction  ”  in  relation  to  acquisition  of  schoolhouse  sites : 

§  1  Section  2  of  title  9  of  chapter  556  of  the  laws  of  1894,  entitled 
“  An  act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  general  acts  relating 
to  public  instruction,”  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

§  2  The  provisions  of  the  foregoing  section  shall  not  apply  to  cities 
of  more  than  30,000  inhabitants  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  under  said 
section  to  acquire  title  to  less  than  the  whole  of  any  city  or  village 
lot,  with  the  erections  thereon,  if  any,  without  the  consent  of  such 
owner  or  owners ;  nor  beyond  the  corporate  limits  of  cities,  to  any 
garden  or  orchard,  or  any  part  thereof,  nor  to  any  part  of  any  yard 
or  inclosure  necessary  to  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  buildings,  or  any 
fixtures  or  erections  for  the  purposes  of  trade  or  manufactures,  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 

§  2  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Chapter  322,  laws  of  1904,  which  became  a  law  on  Ap,  13,  1904, 
amends  section  14  of  title  15,  chapter  556,  laws  of  1894,  entitled  “An 
act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  general  acts  relating  to 
public  instruction,”  as  amended  by  chapter  264,  laws  of  1896,  chap¬ 
ter  294,  laws  of  1897,  and  chapter  265,  laws  of  1903,  relating  to  con¬ 
tracts  between  school  districts : 

§  1  Section  14  of  title  15  of  chapter  556  of  the  laws  of  1894,  en¬ 
titled  “  An  act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  general  acts 
relating  to  public  instruction,”  as  amended  by  chapter  264  of  the  laws 
of  1896,  chapter  294  of  the  laws  of  1897,  and  chapter  265  of  the  laws 
of  1903,  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
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§  14  Whenever  any  school  district,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
qualified  voters  present  and  voting  thereon,  shall  empower  the  trus¬ 
tees  or  board  of  education  thereof,  the  said  trustees  or  board  of  edu¬ 
cation  shall  enter  into  a  written  contract  with  the  trustees  or  boards 
of  education  consenting  thereto,  of  any  district,  village  or  city, 
whereby  all  or  part  of  the  children  of  such  district  may  be  entitled 
to  be  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  such  city,  village  or  school  dis¬ 
trict  for  such  period  as  said  authorities  may  agree  upon  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  one  full  school  year.  Upon  filing  a  copy  of  such  contract, 
duly  certified  by  the  trustees  of  each  of  such  school  districts,  or  by  the 
secretary  of  the  board  of  education  of  such  city  or  village  in  the 
office  of  the  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  such  school 
district  shall,  after  such  contract  has  been  approved  by  ‘the  state 
superintendent,  be  deemed  to  have  employed  a  competent  teacher  for 
the  period  of  such  contract.  Whenever  the  period  of  such  contract 
or  the  period  of  such  contract  together  with  the  time  school  is  actually 
taught  in  said  district  shall  amount  to  at  least  160  days  and  the  con¬ 
tract  shall  include  all  the  children  of  school  age  in  said  district,  said 
district  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  distributive  district  quota ;  if 
said  district  maintains  a  home  school  and  contracts  for  a  part  only 
of  the  children,  it  shall  be  entitled  to  one  teacher’s  quota  in  addition 
to  its  district  quota  for  not  less  than  12  pupils  attending  under  such 
contract ;  but  in  no  instance  shall  any  school  district  receive  a  greater 
apportionment  than  the  total  expense  incurred  in  payment  of  tuition 
and  transportation  of  pupils  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  trustee  to 
the  school  commissioner. 

§  2  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Chapter  390,  laws  of  1904,  which  became  a  law  on  Ap.  26,  1904, 
repeals  sections  1  and  2  of  article  1,  title  2  of  the  consolidated  school 
law,  relating  to  the  state  school  tax  and  the  apportionment  and  pay¬ 
ment  of  school  moneys. 

§  1  Sections  1  and  2  of  article  1,  title  2,  of  the  consolidated  school 
law,  being  chapter  556  of  the  laws  of  1894,  entitled  “  An  act  to  revise, 
amend  and  consolidate  the  general  acts  relating  to  public  instruction,” 
are  hereby  repealed. 

§  2  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Chapter  427,  laws  of  1904,  which  became  a  law  on  Ap.  27,  1904, 
amending  section  42,  title  8  of  chapter  556,  laws  of  1894,  known  as 
the  “  consolidated  school  law,”  extends  to  school  districts  established 
by  and  organized  under  special  statutes  and  having  5000  inhabitants 
the  right  to  employ  a  superintendent,  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
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of  taxes  remaining  uncollected,  and  to  designate  sites  for  school- 
houses,  now  conferred  on  union  free  school  districts,  under  the  gen¬ 
eral  provisions  of  the  consolidated  school  law. 

§  i  Section  42  of  title  8  of  chapter  556  of  the  laws  of  1894,  entitled 
“  An  act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  general  acts  relating 
to  public  instruction,”  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

§  42  The  provisions  of  this  title  shall  apply  to  all  union  free  schools 
heretofore  organized  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  433  of 
the  laws  of  1853,  and  the  amendments  thereof,  and  of  chapter  555  of 
the  laws  of  1864,  and  the  amendments  thereof;  and  sections  9  and  10 
of  this  title,  are  made  applicable  to  all  school  districts  established 
by  and  organized  under  special  statutes,  except  those  of  cities ;  and 
subdivisions  16  and  17  of  section  15,  and  section  17  of  this  title  are 
made  applicable  to  all  school  districts  having  a  population  of  5000 
and  upwards  established  by  and  organized  under  special  statutes ; 
and  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  and  repugnant  to  said 
sections  9,  10  and  17  and  said  subdivisions  16  and  17  of  section  15 
of  this  title  are  hereby  repealed.  So  much  of  section  7  of  this  title 
as  relates  to  the  election  of  a  clerk  shall  not  affect  the  towns  of  Cort- 
landt  and  White  Plains  in  Westchester  county. 

§  2  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

COMPULSORY  EDUCATION  OF  INDIAN  CHILDREN  ON 
THE  INDIAN  RESERVATIONS 

Chapter  424  of  the  laws  of  1904,  which  became  a  law  on  Ap.  27, 
1904,  to  take  effect  on  May  1,  1904,  provided  for  the  compulsory 
education  of  Indian  children  on  the  Indian  reservations.  Section  12 
of  said  chapter  repeals  chapter  183  of  the  laws  of  1900,  relating  to 
compulsory  education  of  Indian  children  in  the  Allegany  and  Cat¬ 
taraugus  reservations,  and  chapter  188  of  the  laws  of  1901,  relating 
to  compulsory  education  of  Indian  children  in  the  Onondaga  reser¬ 
vation. 

LOCAL  LAWS  RELATING  TO  SCHOOLS 

Chapter  5,  laws  of  1904,  legalizes  and  confirms  the  organization 
and  existence  of  union  free  school  district  2  of  the  town  of  Batavia, 
Genesee  co.,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  education  and  legal 
voters  of  said  district  relative  to  the  levy  of  a  tax,  and  the  issuance 
and  sale  of  certain  bonds. 

Chapter  18,  laws  of  1904,  authorizes  the  trustee  of  school  district 
2,  town  of  Hinsdale,  Cattaraugus  co.,  to  lease  the  upper  story  of  dis- 
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trict  schoolhouse  to  the  town  of  Hinsdale  for  a  town  hall  and  other 
purposes. 

Chapter  39,  laws  of  1904,  annexes  that  part  of  the  town  of  New 
Hartford  described  therein,  to  the  city  of  Utica,  including  all  prop¬ 
erty  belonging  to  any  common  or  union  school  district  situate  in 
the  territory  so  annexed.  Till  July  31,  1904,  the  management  of  the 
schools  in  the  territory  annexed  is  to  remain  under  the  control  of  the 
authorities  of  such  school  districts. 

Chapter  126,  laws  of  1904,  authorizes  the  board  of  education  of 
Seneca  Falls  to  issue  bonds  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  schoolhouse  and  the  purchase  of  school  furniture  in  and  for 
the  educational  district  of  Seneca  Falls. 

Chapter  167,  laws  of  1904,  amends  the  state  charities  law,  with 
relation  to  commitments  to  the  State  Industrial  School  at  Rochester, 
and  the  Flouse  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  New  York  city, 
and  transfer  of  inmates. 

Chapter  189,  laws  of  1904,  amends  chapter  370,  laws  of  1895, 
entitled  “  An  act  in  relation  to  the  public  schools  in  the  city  of 
Elmira,”  in  relation  to  the  time  when  the  board  of  education  shall 
determine  and  certify  to  the  common  council  the  sums,  in  their 
opinion,  necessary  or  proper  to  be  raised  for  the  purposes  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  city  of  Elmira. 

Chapter  197,  laws  of  1904,  legalizes  the  bonds  of  school  district  15, 
town  of  Catskill,  county  of  Greene,  and  legalizes  and  confirms  the 
proceedings  of  the  trustees  and  voters  of  said  district  relative  to  the 
sale  of  the  old  schoolhouse  site  and  building  of  said  district. 

Chapter  238,  laws  of  1904,  revises,  amends  and  consolidates  the 
several  acts  in  relation  to  the  village  of  Salem,  Washington  co.  See 
sections  5,  99,  100,  101  and  102  relative  to  board  of  education. 

Chapter  239,  laws  of  1904,  authorizes  the  trustees  of  the  Ten 
Broeck  Free  Academy  in  the  town  and  village  of  Franklinville, 
Cattaraugus  co.,  to  lease  said  academy,  its  equipment  and  grounds 
to  union  free  school  district  1  of  said  town,  when  such  district  shall 
be  established. 

Chapter  242,  laws  of  1904,  amends  chapter  66  of  the  laws  of  1850, 
entitled  “An  act  in  relation  to  common  schools  in  the  city  of  Utica  ” 
in  relation  to  moneys  to  be  raised  for  teachers’  wages. 
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Chapter  255,  laws  of  1904,  legalizes  and  confirms  certain  acts  and 
proceedings  of  a  special  meeting  of  school  district  6,  towns  of  Ossin¬ 
ing  and  Mount  Pleasant,  Westchester  co.,  and  of  annual  and  special 
district  meetings  of  the  union  free  school  district  formed  therefrom, 
and  of  the  board  of  education  of  said  district. 

Chapter  258,  laws  of  1904,  legalizes  and  confirms  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  education  and  legal  voters  of  union  free  school  dis¬ 
trict  1  of  the  town  of  Queensbury,  Warren  co.,  relative  to  the  levy 
of  a  tax  payable  in  instalments,  and  the  issuance  and  sale  of  certain 
school  bonds  of  said  district. 

Chapter  273,  laws  of  1904,  amends  several  sections  of  chapter  225 
of  the  laws  of  1901,  entitled  “An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of 
Oneida.”  '  See  sections  55  to  62  relative  to  schools. 

Chapter  280,  laws  of  1904,  amends  chapter  85  of  the  laws  of  1901, 
entitled  “An  act  to  repeal  title  5  of  chapter  15  of  part  1  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  in  relation  to  the  Lewiston  school  fund,  and  to  re¬ 
peal  chapter  152  of  the  laws  of  1892  amendatory  thereof,  and  to 
provide  for  the  conversion  of  the  fund  created  by  said  laws  into 
money,  and  the  disposition  of  the  same. 

Chapter  300,  laws  1904,  revises  and  consolidates  the  several 
acts  relative  to  the  city  of  Niagara  Falls.  Article  8,  sections 
340  to  354,  relates  to  the  department  of  public  instruction  of  said 
city. 

Chapter  318,  laws  of  1904,  amends  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure 
relative  to  the  enforcement  in  this  State  of  a  judgment  for  divorce  or 
separation  rendered  in  another  state  requiring  the  husband  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  his  children  and  the  sup¬ 
port  of  his  wife. 

Chapter  319,  laws  of  1904,  amends  chapter  269,  laws  of  1902,  in¬ 
corporating  city  of  Plattsburg.  See  sections  106,  108,  109  .and  113 
relating  to  board  of  education. 

Chapter  385,  laws  of  1904,  amends  the  tax  law  of  the  State  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  notice  of  completion  of  assessment  roll,  and  review  of  assess¬ 
ments  by  the  assessors  of  the  towns  and  cities. 

Chapter  445,  laws  of  1904,  authorizes  union  free  school  district  19, 
town  of  Hempstead,  Nassau  co.,  to  refund  its  bonded  indebtedness. 


EDUCATIONAL  LEGISLATION  1904 


II 


Chapter  453,  laws  of  1904,  amends  the  state  charities  law  by  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  establishment  of  the  New  York  State  Training  School 
for  Girls  at  Hudson  N.  Y.,  and  the  commitment  thereto  of  girls  not 
over  the  age  of  16  years. 

Chapter  486,  laws  of  1904,  amends  section  178  of  chapter  128  of 
the  laws  of  1899,  entitled  “  An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  New 
Rochelle, u  relative  to  the  purchase  of  real  property  for  school  pur¬ 
poses,  or  to  erect  any  school  building,  or  to  enlarge  any  school 
building  already  erected,  etc. 

Chapter  546,  laws  of  1904,  amends  the  town  law,  relative  to  fees 
for  services  of  supervisors,  and  provides  that  the  supervisor  of  each 
town,  except  in  the  counties  of  Orange  and  Yates,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  a  fee  of  1$  on  all  moneys  paid  out  by  him  as  such  super¬ 
visor,  including  school  moneys  disbursed  by  him  as  provided  in  the 
consolidated  school  law.  But  no  such  fees  shall  be  allowed  or  paid 
on  moneys  paid  over  by  him  to  his  successor  in  office. 

Chapter  568,  laws  of  1904,  amends  section  13 1,  chapter  689  of  the 
laws  of  1892  of  the  banking  laws  for  the  purpose  of  authorizing  the 
organization  of  school  savings  banks,  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
State. 

Chapter  650,  laws  of  1904,  revises  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Rome. 
Title  13  relates  to  the  board  of  education,  its  powers  and  duties.  The 
public  schools  within  the  corporation  tax  district  of  the  city,  as  now 
or  hereafter  constituted  and  bounded,  including  all  the  territory  and 
residents  within  such  tax  district,  shall  constitute  one  union  free 
school  district,  to  be  known  as  the  union  free  schools  of  the  city  of 
Rome,  and  be  under  the  charge  and  control  of  six  commissioners  of 
schools,  who  shall  constitute  the  board  of  education  thereof. 

Chapter  668,  laws  of.  1904,  is  an  act  to  encourage  local  school 
authorities  in  establishing  school  libraries  for  use  in  the  common 
schools.  The  sum  of  $45,000  is  appropriated  for  the  establishment 
and  extension  of  school  libraries  for  use  in  the  common  schools  in 
addition  to  all  sums  otherwise  appropriated  therefor,  and  the  moneys 
therein  appropriated,  together  with  any  other  money  that  may  be 
available  or  that  may  hereafter  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose, 
shall  be  distributed  and'  expended  in  accordance  with  regulations 
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prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  provided  that  every 
city  and  school  district  which  shall  share  in  the  distribution  thereof 
shall  raise  by  tax  or  otherwise  and  shall  expend  for  the  same  pur¬ 
pose  a  sum  at  least  equal  to  that  granted  such  city  or  school  district 
from  state  funds.  The  Commissioner  of  Education  may  on  request 
of  local  school  authorities  select  or  buy  books  for  any  library  or 
school  under  his  supervision. 

Chapter  677,  laws  of  1904,  amends  chapter  466  of  the  laws  of 
1866,  entitled  “An  act  in  regard  to  normal  schools/’  relative  to  the 
powers  of  the  board  of  control  of  the  state  normal  school  at  Fredonia, 
and  enacts  that  such  local  board  shall  have  the  same  powers  and 
privileges  in  respect  to  practice  departments  as  boards  of  education, 
under  subdivision  3  of  sections  15  and  16  of  title  8  of  the  consolidated 
school  law. 
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